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 SA’s Resource Curses: 
why do we need to 

expand struggle terrain? 
1) are we winning on current terrain? 

2) what power relations have changed since 
‘liberation’ within Minerals-Energy Complex? 
3) in midst of SA platinum strike, opportunity 
to look at resistances at points of production 

and reproduction – including gender relations 
4) if production and regulation are not 

hospitable terrain – then where to next? 



 SA’s Resource Curses: 
which ways forward? 

5) are resistance tools against extractive 
industries sharp enough, especially 

transparency and governance strategies? 
6) what prospects for greater labour militancy 

and labour-community alliance? 
7) can such struggles unite the entire range of 

potential progressive allies (‘united front’)? 

8) if not, shall we add shipping, finance and 
consumption struggles & BRICS too? 











will BRICS’ invasion 
amplify Africa’s 

Resource Curses? 



  Manmohan Singh       Xi Jinping             Jacob Zuma    Dilma Rousseff       Vladimir Putin 



 against slavery, colonialism, 
neocolonialism, neoliberalism? 



 or within? 



needs cooking? 

Copenhagen! 



Copenhagen Accord, COP 15, December 2009 

• Jacob Zuma (SA) 
• Lula da Silva (Brazil) 
• Barack Obama (USA) 
• Wen Jiabao (China) 

• Manmohan Singh (India) 



BRICS ‘agitate for a seat at the table’ by 
‘signing new financial cooperation 
agreements… [and] signaling discontent 
at their lack of influence over decision-
making within the world’s existing 
financial institutions, and exploring 
steps to do something about it’ - 20 April 2012 



South Africa’s  
agenda for BRICS: 

 
 

• ‘Gateway to Africa’ 
or 

• scrambled Africa:  
Durban 2013  

= Berlin 1885? 
 



“We must find new 
lands from which we 
can easily obtain raw 
materials and at the 

same time exploit the 
cheap slave labour that 

is available from the 
natives of the colonies. 

The colonies would 
also provide a dumping 
ground for the surplus 
goods produced in our 

factories.” 

 - Cecil John Rhodes 

• African Lakes (Malawi, 1891)  
• Northern Rhodesia (Zambia, 1894) 
• Rhodesia (Zimbabwe, 1895) 
• Zululand (KwaZulu-Natal, 1897) 
• Boer republics  (RSA, 1899-1902) 



January 2013: Pretoria 
deploys 200+ troops to the 
Central African Republic 

because ‘We have 
assets there that 
need protection.’  
- deputy foreign minister 
Ebrahim Ebrahim,  
referring to arms 
given to CAR’s  
tyrant ruler   

Khadija Patel, ‘The world according to Dirco (v. 
Jan 2013)’, Daily Maverick, 25 January 2013 

François Bozizé 











(denied by African National Congress) 
 

Didier Pereira, a special adviser to 
ousted Central African Republic 
President Francois Bozize, partnered 
with ‘ANC hard man’ Joshua Nxumalo 

and the ANC’s funding arm, Chancellor 
House, to secure a diamond export 
monopoly in the CAR. 
 Pereira is currently partnered to 
the ANC security supremo and 
fundraiser, Paul Langa, and former 
spy chief Billy Masetlha.  



‘Useful  Africa’ 
Source: Le Monde 

Diplomatique, Feb 2011 

known minerals 

in Africa, 2008  



1. South Africa       599 

2. Botswana        92 

3. Zambia            75 

4. Ghana             43 

5. Namibia           32 

6. Angola             32 

7. Mali                  29 

8. Guinea          21 

9. Mauritania  20 

 Tanzania  20 

 Zimbabwe  20 

Africa’s 
mining 

production 
by country, 

2008 



Mgcineni Noki, 
platinum rock 
drill operator 

16 August 2012 

platinum  

under  

Marikana 







a month later, they won their 22% raise 





women’s power at Marikana 



women’s courage: march of 800 from Nkaneng to 
Marikana police station, under extreme duress 





Tiny 
Roland 



what happened at Marikana on 15 August 2012?  

• former National Union of Mineworkers and ANC general secretary 
• co-owner of Lonmin, paid R3mn/year for “general empowerment advice” 
• incriminating emails asking police and mining ministers for intervention 

Cyril Ramaphosa 
emailing Lonmin about 
August 10-14 violence: 
“The terrible events that 
have unfolded cannot be 
described as a labour 
dispute. They are plainly 
dastardly criminal and 
must be characterised as 
such. There needs to be 
concomitant action to 
address this situation.”  



Marikana 

Hebron  

Jericho 

Mothutlung 

Madibeng municipality 

Madibeng  

Majakaneng 



 
 
six constituencies against SA’s Resource Curse 
1) mineworkers and their unions - often want mere incremental reforms which 

could be terribly important to surrounding communities, especially in relation to higher wage levels, better 
occupational health and safety, rights to organise, and reducing pollution, though as we have seen there is a 
tendency in some mining regimes for a strong union to get lazy and become a company sweetheart; 

2) mining communities (including networks of youth, the elderly, etc): often divided because 

some want to 'leave the mineral in the soil' and others want partial shares in minerals exploitation or much 
better facilities (creches, clinics, schools, housing, local outsourcing, etc from mining houses), with hence very 
different logics (as with most things lumped under the name 'community'); 

3) environmentalists - generally oppose minerals exploitation, on grounds of local eco-

wreckage but also climate concerns, since SA mining consumes so much coal-fired electricity; 

4) women - lots of conflicting interests but vital for consideration in terms of equity, reproduction of 

labour power, prevention of sexual violence, abuse in migrant labour systems, etc; 

5) nationalists - who either want more mineral extraction but under state ownership or with higher 

resource taxes (e.g. Chavista-style)  or more beneficiation… or who oppose Resource Curse extraction; 

6) ecosocialists - who typically would want to look at the situation in each case from a sensitive 

standpoint with awareness first and foremost about transition to a new mode of production, and hence whose 
most logical solidarities are to mining communities, women and radical environmentalists, but who also deploy 
nationalist arguments to prevent the kind of minerals-oriented looting we see so much of... 

 
 

can these forces unite to socialise natural resources? 





struggles against resource 
extraction in production and 
regulation are reaching their 

limits of effectiveness 
 

what about broader 
campaigning? – against 

resource shipping, financing 
and end-user consumption 



Presented to the Economic Development Committee 
hearings on the Infrastructure Development Bill, 

Parliament, Cape Town, 16 January 2014 

Patrick Bond 
Senior Professor, University of KwaZulu-Natal 
School of Built Environment and Development 
Studies, and Director, Centre for Civil Society 

Toxic infrastructure and 
underdevelopment: 
Transnet’s Durban port-

petrochemical expansion, and 
our need for a reboot + detox 
infrastructure for basic needs 

Aaa 
 
 



single buoy 
mooring: 

80% of SA’s 
intake 

Sapref: 
BP/Shell 

Engen:  80% 
Petronas 

(Malaysia) 

biggest infrastructure 
proposal is in 

already-hypertoxic 
South Durban, 

‘Africa’s armpit’ 

Toyota car 
assembly 

Mondi 
paper mill 

hazardous petro-
chemical plants 

Africa’s 
biggest port 

Island View 
tank farm 

Africa’s largest oil 
refining complex 

container 
terminals 

freight 
traffic 

(often illegal) 

new capacity: R250 billion plan 





R250 billion shipping-petrochem makeover: 
1) 1-3) deepening/widening of old port 

2) 4) new roads & dug-out port (old airport) 
3) 5-6) major expansion of old port 

to increase traffic from 2.5 to 20 mn containers/year 







tough questions in Vision 2030:  
 

will policy-makers continue to 
fail; will we suffer more 

‘significant external shocks’? 













 

reality check from New Growth Path: 
‘historic dependence on resource extraction’ 

doesn’t support employment; we need greener development 



who wins from new 

infrastructure spending? 
 • Johan van Zyl, Toyota SA CEO: ‘Durban as a 

brand is not strong enough to simply say 
“come and invest in Durban”. What it needs to 
attract investors are big projects. Durban 
needs to keep ahead of the competition. China 
is building ports they don’t even know when 
they will use. If return on investment is the 
line of thinking we may never see  

• the infrastructure.’ – 6 February 2012 



who wins from new 

infrastructure spending? 
 • Peter Bruce, editor of Business Day: ‘mine more and 

faster and ship what we mine cheaper and 
faster’ – February 13 2012  

• Minister of Economic Development Ebrahim Patel: ‘We 
took account of the lessons of the 2010 World Cup 
infrastructure and the growing experience in the 
build programmes for the Gautrain, the Medupi and 
Kusile power stations, the Freeway improvement 
programme and the major airport revamps.’ – speech to 

Parliament, Feb 2012 



Infrastructure Development Bill 

“expeditious completion of 
infrastructure” = 250 days 

Public Enterprises Minister Malusi Gigaba on Transnet cost overruns from R6 bn to R23 bn: 
 

systemic failings that compromised the intended outcomes… Transnet 
Capital Projects lacked sufficient capacity and depth of experience for 
the client overview of a megaproject of this complexity. There was an 
inadequate analysis of risks and an over-reliance on the Engineering, 
Procurement and Construction Management contractor. The overall 
management of the project fell short of the required standards in 
certain areas. The implementation of Transnet’s obligations on the 
project such as securing authorisations (Environmental Impact 
Assessments, land acquisition for right of way, water and wetland 
permits) were not pursued with sufficient foresight and vigour… 

 
‘Where the Transnet pipeline project went wrong,’ Statement by Gigaba, Pretoria, 2 December 2012. 



Infrastructure Development Bill 

“expeditious completion of 
infrastructure” = 250 days 

… In a letter dated October 21, the Environmental Department 
rejected the EIA report by Nemai Consulting in Joburg, saying 
Transnet had not “applied its mind” to the consequences of 
removing a section of the ecologically important sandbank.  
 The department also questioned a feasibility study done by 
ZAA Engineering Projects and Naval Architecture in Cape Town, 
saying it did not address how the climate change risks of a rise in 
sea level and storm surges would be mitigated … Environmental 
groups who opposed the EIA have accused Transnet of 
withholding the department’s rejection letter.  
 Bobby Peek from the environmental justice NGO, 
groundWork, said the rejection of the report highlighted the 
weakness of environmental legislation. “The department has not 
rejected the whole EIA. Our legislation allows Transnet to carry on 
submitting reports until they get approval. This thing should be 
stopped. It shouldn’t be allowed at all.”  



 old ships: 5000 TEUs (20ft containers) 

 anything bigger: ‘post-Panamax’ 



 driven by $5 bn investment 



and now there’s a Pandora’s Box 
for mega-shipping: the route 

across the North Pole 



 and there’s deep-sea oil to be 
drilled down there, too 

 







thanks in part (4%) to bunker fuels 



the world’s filthiest transport energy 





welcome to Durban harbour 



R250 bn Back of Port project  



climate change 
arguments in 

Environmental 
Impact 

Assessments 
needed  

to question the 
logic of hyper-

competitive 
port-petrochem 

expansion 



our complaint: 
Transnet hires eco-

consultants who are 
climate denialists   



that’s rather dated info… our rebuttal: 



* by expanding the shipping capacity of Durban harbour to super post-Panamax scale through this R4 billion 
project, are we going to be taking up excessive amounts of South Africa's carbon budget and therefore ruining the 
government's pledge to peak and then decrease emissions after 2020?; 
 
* since expanding the shipping capacity also requires expanding the freight capacity, the danger is that more 
emissions, congestion, and trucking-related accidents will occur in an area demonstrably unsuitable given lack of 
road transport and inadequate shifting of freight to rail, so it is critical to inform the public, what is the amount of 
the new freight capacity being built to handle the much larger shipping and what proportion of this is being 
anticipated for freight haulage by rail and by trucking respectively? 
 
* has this recommendation by the Academy of Sciences of South Africa, in its 2011 book Towards a Low Carbon 
City, commissioned by the city, been incorporated? “The transport sector is pivotal to the transition to a low 
carbon city... The top priority was identified as the need to reduce the vehicle kilometers travelled in the road 
freight sector as this provided the greatest opportunity to simultaneously reduce emissions of GreenHouse Gases 
and traditional air pollutants.”  
 
* how much additional CO2 will be emitted by the bunker fuel that is consumed by ships en route to and from 
Durban as a result of the vast new capacity associated with super post-Panamax ships that will soon be capable of 
entering our harbour?; 
 
* how much additional CO2 will be emitted by the trucks that will haul the new freight, assuming this expansion is 
the crucial link in raising capacity from 2.3 to 5 million containers annually? 
 
I would also like to register concern that the capital-intensive process will not lead to higher numbers of jobs, and 
that the import of large quantities of manufactured goods made possible by the new berths will further 
deindustrialise South Africa. Would you please share with the public information about these likely economic and 
labour market impacts? 





even Washington 
realises rising sea 

level justifies a 
60% increase in 
internal costings 

of climate change 





Global Day of Action, Durban, South Africa, Saturday, December 3, 2011 



extreme beachfront damage 

then came March 2007 storm 



also poor and working people – especially shackdwellers 

not just the rich living on the beachfront 



Engen refinery, August 2012 



what other damage? 







Source: South Durban Community Environmental Alliance 

South Durban’s most 
explosive refinery: Engen                

Settlers Primary School: 
52% asthma rate (world’s highest) 



 

 

fires, explosions 
in South Durban 

25 October 2008, flaring, regular 
occurrence at SAPREF and Engen Source: South Durban Community Environmental Alliance 

• 21 September 2007, 
Island View Storage (IVS) 
facility, tank explosion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• 18 September 2007, 
explosion at the IVS 
facility. 

SDCEA demands refinery closure 

18 January 2005, explosion 
at Engen Refinery 



S. Durban’s 
next most 
explosive 

tank farm: 
Island View 



 



October 10, 2011 

October 11, 2011: war on Engen 

Settlers Primary School: 52% asthma rate, highest in world  





community /environmental opposition 



in meeting after meeting: unanimous 
opposition to port-petrochem expansion 











will Transnet’s incremental strategy plus 
community co-optation work? 





residents envisage 5-step 
‘South Durban Detox’ 

resist, rezone, restructure 
 1) reverse attempted rezoning of Clairwood  

2) enforce/expand existing residential zoning 
of Clairwood, Merebank and Wentworth 

3) mobilise solidarity in Durban & everywhere, for 
financial sanctions against Transnet & Durban 

4) take seriously climate rhetoric: shift freight to 
trains, lower trade vulnerability, de-smokestack  
5) plan/implement post-pollution, post-carbon 
Durban with ‘Million Climate Jobs’ campaign 

 



largest recent 
South African 

attack on 
climate: 

$3.75 bn loan 
from the 

World Bank to 
mainly finance 
Eskom’s coal-
fired Medupi 
power plant…  

Source: groundWork & Earthlife Africa 



Ten reasons to reject Medupi 
• climate destruction 
• local ecologies, health 
• procedural problems in World Bank process 
• poor people pay excessive prices 
• multinational corps. get ultra-cheap power 
• profit outflow to multinationals 
• increased foreign debt 
• privatisation  
• ANC corruption  
• World Bank's apartheid history 
 

Eskom’s Medupi: world’s 
fourth-largest coal-fired plant, 
to emit 25-35 mn CO2-equiv. 
tonnes/year (more than 115 countries) 



Ten reasons to reject Medupi 
• climate destruction 
• local ecologies, health 
• procedural problems in World Bank process 
• poor people pay excessive prices  
• multinational corps. get ultra-cheap power 
• profit outflow to multinationals 
• increased foreign debt 
• privatisation  
• ANC corruption  
• World Bank's apartheid history 
 

Medupi has no pollution scrubbers 
yet ambient SO2 standards already 
excessive, area is water-scarce, 40 
new coal mines needed, and mining 
causes extreme water degradation  



Ten reasons to reject Medupi 
• climate destruction 
• local ecologies, health 
• procedural problems in World Bank process 
• poor people pay excessive prices 
• multinational corps. get ultra-cheap power 
• profit outflow to multinationals 
• increased foreign debt 
• privatisation  
• ANC corruption  
• World Bank's apartheid history 
 
Bank’s Dec. 2009 ‘consultation’ had no 
attendees from affected areas; Bank 
procurement rules violated; Eskom  
has huge governance crises, including 
extreme leadership turmoil (e.g. chair 
and CEO fired each other, Nov. 2009) 



Ten reasons to reject Medupi 
• climate destruction 
• local ecologies, health 
• procedural problems in World Bank process 
• poor people pay excessive prices 
• multinational corps. get ultra-cheap power 
• profit outflow to multinationals 
• increased foreign debt 
• privatisation  
• ANC corruption  
• World Bank's apartheid history 
 

25%/year price rise; 127% real 
increase for 2008-12; electricity 
disconnections, ubiquitous 
‘service delivery protests’ and 
threatened national labour strike 



1/3 of Eskom’s four million customers have  
‘zero’ consumption – most were disconnected 



Upsurge of community protest against electricity 
disconnections, price increases, World Bank loan 



Ten reasons to reject Medupi 
• climate destruction 
• local ecologies, health 
• procedural problems in World Bank process 
• poor people pay excessive prices 
• multinational corps. get ultra-cheap power 
• profit outflow to multinationals 
• increased foreign debt 
• privatisation  
• ANC corruption  
• World Bank's apartheid history 
 

sweetheart deals: multi-decade ‘Special Pricing 
Agreements’ made during late apartheid give BHP 
Billiton and Anglo American R0.12 ($0.015)/kWh 
electricity for smelters (1/6 what households pay); 
resulting in Eskom’s R9.7 billion ($1.3 bn) loss in 2009 



SA offers world’s cheapest electricity to 
metals smelters - phase-out needed! 

Eskom brags in 2009  
annual report, though reason 

for huge 2009-10 losses 



Ten reasons to reject Medupi 
• climate destruction 
• local ecologies, health 
• procedural problems in World Bank process 
• poor people pay excessive prices  
• multinational corps. get ultra-cheap power 
• profit outflow to multinationals 
• increased foreign debt 
• privatisation  
• ANC corruption  
• World Bank's apartheid history 
 

BHP Billiton, Anglo, Arcelor Mittal, Xstrata and other 
beneficiaries of Eskom largesse headquartered (and 
send their profits) abroad, hence putting extreme 
pressure on current account deficit 



The Economist, 25 Feb 2009 

World’s most risky emerging market 



Ten reasons to reject Medupi 
• climate destruction 
• local ecologies, health 
• procedural problems in World Bank process 
• poor people pay excessive prices  
• multinational corps. get ultra-cheap power 
• profit outflow to multinationals 
• increased foreign debt 
• privatisation  
• ANC corruption  
• World Bank's apartheid history 
 

SA’s foreign debt is already dangerously 
high - $80 billion – and repayment costs 
on Medupi loan will soar when R/$ rate 
crashes (as now happens regularly) 



Since early 2000s,  
rapid rise in SA foreign debt,  

to the point of severe  
debt/GDP danger levels  



persistent currency crashes 

when Rand falls 15%+, then repayment of 
World Bank’s $ debt much more expensive 



Ten reasons to reject Medupi 
• climate destruction 
• local ecologies, health 
• procedural problems in World Bank process 
• poor people pay excessive prices  
• multinational corps. get ultra-cheap power 
• profit outflow to multinationals 
• increased foreign debt 
• privatisation  
• ANC corruption  
• World Bank's apartheid history 
 

privatisation of electricity generation is underway in 
this loan (for ‘figleaf’ renewable component) – and 
will be increased for Kusile (to 49% private 
ownership); unions fighting for full public supply 



Ten reasons to reject Medupi 
• climate destruction 
• local ecologies, health 
• procedural problems in World Bank process 
• poor people pay excessive prices  
• multinational corps. get ultra-cheap power 
• profit outflow to multinationals 
• increased foreign debt 
• privatisation  
• ANC corruption  
• World Bank's apartheid history 
 

ruling party investment arm, Chancellor House, 
to ‘earn’ at least R50 mn (probably more) pure 
profit from contracts in conflict-of-interest 
Hitachi tender; Eskom chair Valli Moosa acted  
‘improperly’, according to state investigators  



Ten reasons to reject Medupi 
• climate destruction 
• local ecologies, health 
• procedural problems in World Bank process 
• poor people pay excessive prices  
• multinational corps. get ultra-cheap power 
• profit outflow to multinationals 
• increased foreign debt 
• privatisation  
• ANC corruption  
• World Bank's apartheid history 
 

from 1951 (3 years after formal apartheid 
began) to 1966, loans to Eskom of $100 mn 
resulted in no electricity to black townships 
or rural areas; Jubilee SA demands 
‘reparations’ for Bank's apartheid profits 



“Africa Rising”? (# of citations) 



“Africa Rising”: GDP percentage increases, 1981-2012 



but isn’t it time to correct GDP bias? 
 

world GDP, 
1950-2005 

 what’s missing? 

• resource depletion  
• air, water, and noise pollution 
• loss of farmland and wetlands 
• unpaid women’s/community work 
• family breakdown, crime 
• other social values 



Genuine Progress Indicator  

world GDP, 
1950-2005 

new measurements: post GDP 



“Africa Rising” reality check from WB 



Africa protests (and food prices) rising  



no, Africa protests Rising  
Agence France Press: 



Civil society (Climate Justice Now!SA) opposes  
Medupi, Eskom pricing/privatisation, carbon trading:  
 demands conservation/renewables and electricity-as-a-right 

Otherwise 

this danger: 



in social movement cycle, still early days 


